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February 2010 
  

 

Dear On Havana Street Community Member,

 
 

Welcome to Life on Havana Street E-news.  Each month you will find articles and 
information to make your life more interesting and keep you informed about what is 
happening On Havana Street.   
  
If you cannot see all of the great pictures in this newsletter when you receive this email 
in your inbox, please see the notation at the top of the email, "To view this email as a 
web page, go here," and click the word "here."  
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Featured Businesses of the Month:  Mom & Pop Business Series 
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Pictured, left to right:  Tom Dolan, Mike Smith and Fred Beardslee 

Colpar Hobbies 

Colpar Hobbies is the Superstore of Hobbies and has amassed many loyal customers over the years.  Russ Colie 
and his son were the original owners of Colpar, opening the hobby shop in 1969 at Montview and Clinton in NW 
Aurora.  Colpar remained at the Montview location for approximately five years before moving to its current location 
at 804 So Havana in 1974. 

In 1982, the Colies sold the business to Dick Wolf of HERC Enterprises (short for Hercules, I am told).  Under Dick 
Wolf, Colpar expanded to a second location in Lakewood.  Mr. Wolf recently retired and has sold the business to 
two of his two loyal general managers, Fred Beardslee at the Aurora shop and Keith Eastin at the Lakewood shop.  
Fred officially took over the ownership of the Aurora Colpar Hobbies On Havana Street on January 15, 2010. 

Fred Beardslee moved with his family to Aurora in 1965.  The family purchased a home on Dallas Street close to the 
Stapleton Field runway, which ran just north of 25th Avenue.  Fred's father worked for United Airlines, as did many of 
the people who purchased homes in NW Aurora in the 1960's.  Fred began working at Colpar Hobbies in 1981, one 
year before Dick Wolf purchased the business.  Fred worked his way up to be general manager of the hobby shop.   

Family plays an important part in a successful business, and Colpar is no exception.  Fred's son, Tim, also works at 
Colpar.  The Colpar family includes their long-time employees:  Fred has worked at Colpar for 29 years, Keith Eastin 
for 27 years, Mike Smith for 21 years and Tom Dolan for 12-1/2 years.  Pride of ownership is evident as you walk in 
the door at Colpar.  The employees truly enjoy working at Colpar and are always willing to share tips about their 
favorite hobbies with their customers.   

Colpar specializes in model and motorized airplanes, boats, helicopters, rockets, and cars, including the engines 
and tools to optimize performance.  Their inventory includes a huge selection of plastic models, paint, and 
adhesives.  Their train and slot car selection is sure to please any kid, even those who are kids at heart!  You will 
also find a wide variety of books, activity kits, puzzles, games, kites and collectables.  You can check out their 
inventory at colpar.com/ or stop in for an extraordinary hometown experience. The phone number is 303-341-0414.   

(Return to top)     

   

FOOD AND RECIPES:  Freddy's Frozen Custard and Steakburgers Comes to The Gardens 
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As American as...meat and potatoes and freshly churned frozen custard along Route 66.  Well, 
actually, in this case...one-of-a-kind steakburgers, thinly sliced French-fries and freshly churned 
frozen custard along State Highway 30 (Havana Street!).   

Freddy's Frozen Custard and Steakburgers opens for business on Thursday, February 18, 10:30 
a.m. at The Gardens on Havana.  This is the second Freddy's to open in Colorado and the first 
in Aurora. Owners Bill and Brian Pyle have made a major investment in our On Havana Street 
community and have hired 50 local folks to staff their new restaurant.  

The main ingredients at Freddy's are hard work and integrity, and their menu is fabulous!  Their 
frozen custard is called, "Freddy's Famous Concrete."  You can order premium vanilla or 
chocolate custard with your choice of 29 toppings!  You could try a Dirt n' Worms sundae or 
Hawaiian Delight sundae or just stick with the signature Turtle or Chocolate Brownie Delight 
sundae.  The custard can be served in cones, waffle cones or a dish.  They also have great 
shakes and malts.    

The food menu features Freddy's Original Steakburgers, California Style Steakburgers, Chicago 
Dogs, grilled chicken breast sandwich, patty melt, chili dogs, chicken tenders, skinny fries, 
cheese fries, chili bowls, fries, and onion rings.  You can see their full menu at 
www.freddysfrozencustard.com.  

You are all invited to their Grand Opening Celebration on Tuesday, March 2.  The official 
ribbon cutting will take place in front of the restaurant at 10:15 a.m., with the doors opening at 
10:30 a.m.  Freddy's will have lots of in-store specials and give-aways that day.  Everyone 
purchasing a combo meal will get a free mini "concrete" custard cone.  Please join us to 
welcome Freddy's On Havana Street! 

(Return to top)  
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JANUARY 2010 EVENTS RECAP:  

 
Benefit Night at Noodles & 
Co and Food Drive for 
Comitis Crisis Center a 
Big Success! 

Our On Havana Street 
Community and Businesses 
came together in January to 
support Comitis Crisis 
Center.  On Saturday, 
January 23, Noodles & Co 
at The Gardens on Havana 
hosted a benefit night for 
Comitis.  The entire month 
of January, several On 
Havana Street businesses 

participated by being collection sites for our food drive.  Thank yous go out to Noodles & 
Co, Sam's No. 3, Prop Wash, Honeybaked Ham, Turn of the Century Bingo, Dumitri's 
Restaurant, Hamburger Stand and Budget Car Sales.  On Wednesday, January 27, six 
members of the Aurora Kiwanis Club, who are also On Havana Street Community 
Members, helped me pick up the food boxes from the businesses and deliver them to 
Comitis to restock their pantry.  Pictured are the guys from the Aurora Kiwanis Club at 
Comitis on the day we delivered the food.  Thank you Aurora Kiwanis Club volunteers--
your assistance was much appreciated!     

 
FEBRUARY 2010 EVENT:  Travel The 
World Through Chocolate, Saturday, 
February 13, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.         

Our popular FREE chocolate tasting 
event returns for a second year On 
Havana Street!  Come sample decadent 
chocolate from around the world.  You will 
experience a formal chocolate tasting by 
starting with creamy milk chocolates, 
working your way up to the healthy, anti-
oxidant rich dark chocolates.  For our 
diabetic friends, sugar-free chocolate will 
be available for tasting at World Food 
Bazaar.   

The chocolate tasting sites include: 

World Food Bazaar, 242 N Havana, in 
the center just north of Shortline Kia at 
1st & Havana:  Chocolate from Belgium, 
Switzerland, Ghana, Ecuador, and 
Venezuela (sugar free chocolate available 
here, too)  

The English Teacup, 1930 S Havana:  
Cadbury and other incredible chocolates 

from the UK.  You have got to come and try a sample of Jerry's special chocolate teas, 
too!  

Solomon's Grocery & European Deli,  1939 S Havana:  A phenomenal collection of 
imported chocolate from Russia and Eastern Europe.   
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GNC Live Well Store at The Gardens on Havana, 10650 E Garden Drive:  Healthy 
antioxidant chocolate like Zone Perfect® Dark Chocolate Almond Nutrition Bar and 
GNC's Life Extension Pomegranate Extract w/CocoaGold.  You can learn about the 
catechins and phenols in dark chocolate and the flavonoids and procyanidin in cocoa 
powder at GNC.   

MEET WILLY WONKA!  Bring the kids along so they can meet Willy Wonka from the 
famous movie Willy Wonka and The Chocolate Factory.  Willy will be at The English 
Teacup in person from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. and then at Solomon's Grocery & European Deli 
from 2-4 p.m.  Get your picture taken with Willy Wonka by a professional photographer.  
The photographer charges $5/picture, with $1 of every $5 being donated by the 
photographer to the Haitian Relief Fund to help out with the earthquake recovery efforts.   

FIVE GOLDEN TICKETS VALENTINE'S DAY DRAWING:  If you remember in the Willy 
Wonka and The Chocolate Factory movie, everyone was trying to find the five golden 
tickets.  We will be doing our own Five Golden Tickets drawing with a twist.  You can 
enter the drawing at any of the chocolate tasting sites.  The five prizes include a 
romantic dinner for two at the Summit Steakhouse (a $100 value) and four special 
Valentine's Day Chocolate Gift Baskets.  No purchase is necessary to enter this 
drawing.   We will do the drawings around 4:30 p.m. and will notify the winners by phone.  
Make it a Date--Bring Your Special Valentine! 

Pictured above is Willy Wonka, portrayed by local actor Brian Dowling.  Picture by Angel 
Canann.  

MARCH 2010 EVENT:  Cabin Fever Party On Havana Street, Friday, March 12, 4-8 
p.m. 

 
Come and shake off the long, cold winter blues at our 
inaugural Cabin Fever Party at Dumitri's Restaurant, 
1911 S Havana, on Friday, March 12, 4-8 p.m.  This is our 
first neighbor-business get-together event of the year On 
Havana Street.  Stop by after work for free appetizers!  Get 
your Wii Bowling Team together and join us for the 
inaugural On Havana Street Wii Bowling Tournament in 
the Sports Bar at Dumitri's  We will have checkers and 
backgammon, card games like Euchre and Go Fish, 
Pictionary and other board games set up at the tables.  A 
nice door prize awaits the person wearing the craziest 

winter/hunting hat.  Everyone deserves a little R&R, so join us!  

CRUZIN' HAVANA CAR SHOW & POKER RUN, SATURDAY, JUNE 19, 2010, 3-9 P.M. 

 
Stevinson Toyota East and 
Scion returns for a third year 
as our Presented By Sponsor 
for Cruzin' Havana in 2010!  
Thank you Kent Stevinson, 
Dave Morrissey and Drew 
Steele from Stevinson!  
Cruisin' Oldies AM 950 will 
be our exclusive radio 
sponsor again this year.  Our 
car show committee is busy 
working out the details.  We 
will once again have five 
festival sites with 
entertainment at each.  2010 
festival sites include:  

1)  The Stampede Dance 
Emporium at Parker Road 
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and Havana 

2)  Gibby's/Buckingham Village Shopping Center, just south of Florida on the west side of 
Havana 

3)  Central Festival Site--Wells Fargo Bank Building and former Aurora City Building 
parking lots, 1450 and 1470 S Havana 

4)  Stevinson Toyota East & Scion, 444 S Havana 

5)  Gateway Mazda, 90 Havana (1st Ave & Havana), is replacing the Concorde 
Healthcare site for the 2010 show.  (The Concorde Healthcare property is in the process 
of being sold and we were unable to use that parking lot in 2010). 

Entertainment at Festival Sites: Cruisin' Oldies AM 950 and their Cruisin' Cats band will 
be at the Gibby's festival site, Rusty the Ragtop Rocker will be at Gateway Mazda, and 
The Coppertones (doo-wop group of The Nacho Men) will be at the Wells Fargo site.  Da 
Boogieman returns to the Stampede festival site.  We are in the process of securing a 
band for the Stevinson Toyota festival site!   

Cruzin' Havana will be the location for the Marines Toys for Tots Summer Toy Drive in 
2010.  We are also working with the NSRA to set up an official safety testing site for 
street rods at The Stampede festival site.  The street rods need to be tested yearly in 
order to be eligible for their summer race schedule around the country.  

We will be working with The Aurora Sentinel on our 2010 Cruzin' Havana Car Show 
Program.  Havana Auto Parts is providing the 50" Big Screen TV as the poker run grand 
prize.  Watch our website www.OnHavanaStreet.com for sponsorshop information, 
vendor and food booth application forms.  Cruzin' Havana is a free event with no entry 
or admission fees.   It is a benefit for the D.A.R.E. program and the Old Car Council of 
Colorado.  The Aurora Kiwanis Club will be helping out with the event, and we will be 
making a donation to their club, too, to thank them for their help.  In 2009, Cruzin' Havana 
attracted 4000 classic cars and hundreds of spectators into the Havana Corridor.   

Saturday, June 19, is also the kick-off date for our first 29-dealership Car Sale On 
Havana Street for 2010. Watch for exciting pre-cruise festivities that Saturday 
at the dealerships.  I hear that some major cook-outs and tailgate parties are in the 
works!  Several of the dealerships will also be hosting classic car clubs at their 
dealerships.  Each dealership will be offering special sale pricing from June 19 through 
the end of the month. Watch for more details in this newsletter and on our website.     

Our next Cruzin' Havana Car Show Committee Meeting is Friday, February 19, 3:30 
p.m. at Dumitri's Restaurant.  Come see how you can be a part of the biggest free 
community event of the year On Havana Street. 

(Return to top)       

January Tidbits:  What's New On Havana Street

Page 6 of 10

2/8/2010



   

The Next Steps for the Havana North/Fan Fare Renewal:  

After three public workshops and a great deal of input from the steering committee, 
stakeholders committee, business and commercial property owners, neighbors and city 
staff, the draft of the Havana North Renewal Plan has been completed.  The plan now 
will work its way through the usual city approval process:  PED&R committee, Planning 
Commission, City Council Study Session, Aurora Urban Renewal Authority Board approval 
and City Council Approval.  This process will take several months.  In the meantime, a 
consultant is being hired to complete a blight study and phase I and II environmental 
testing on the renewal plan area.  The area goes from Bayaud on the South to 6th Avenue 
on the north and includes all commercial property bordering Havana on the east and 
commercial property going back to Geneva Street on the west (the street behind Fan 
Fare).  We are hopeful that the blight study will start by April 1 and take 6-8 weeks to 
complete.  The ultimate short-term goal is an urban renewal area and plan for 
environmental clean up, which we hope will be completed in the next 2-3 years.   

Havana North Vision Statement coming out of the public visioning process:  "Positively 
influence the future of the Havana North Village Center by encouraging redevelopment that 
creates a destination with high quality mixed uses and quality public spaces, that will 
function sustainably for future generations."  Stay tuned for updates as we move through 
the city process.   

Leasing Activity at Gardens on Havana Heating Up:   

 Key Bank has broken ground on their 3,764 sf building on 1.06 acre pad just south 
of Chick-Fil-A.   

 Wells Fargo gained Planning Commission approval of their site plans to build a 
7,500 sf bank with drive thru at the entrance to The Gardens on Havana at Wyoming 
(Garden Drive on the East Side of Havana).  The plan calls for tearing down the old 
Wachovia building and putting up in its place a new, modern bank that matches the 
design standards for The Gardens on Havana.   

 Pacific Dental, Cricket and Modern Hair Salon will be doing tenant finish work the 
next few months to get ready for their grand openings later this year.  All three of 
these stores are located on Garden Drive, a.k.a. main street.  

 Negotiations are proceeding with a large mattress retailer to take one of the larger 
store fronts.   

 Miller Weingarten is working on a letter of intent from a very popular sandwich shop; 
we cannot reveal the name until the LOI is executed.  

 Negotiations are also proceeding slowly with another large anchor wanting to go into 
the pad north of Sprouts--this will remain a secret until details can be worked out. 

I have heard that Kohl's had a great holiday shopping season and continues to exceed their 
sales expectations!  Chick-Fil-A is doing a phenomenal business at The Gardens, 
too. Things seem to be looking a little brighter for 2010!    
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Bicycle Village's Steals on Wheels Sale:  March 5-6 

Springtime is just around the corner, and the Big Tent will be going up in the parking lot at 
Bicycle Village, 2802 S Havana, just south of Yale.  The sale starts Friday, March 5.  If you 
are in the market for a new bicycle, you won't want to miss the steals on wheels at this 
giant sale. 

It's In Our Hands--2010 Census  

 
Every 10 years, everyone residing in the United States 
must be counted--all ages, races and ethnic groups, both 
citizens and non-citizens.  Watch for a postcard to come in 
the mail in mid-February reminding you that the 2010 
Census forms will be mailed out in March. This is a 10-
question 2010 questionaire that takes about 10 
minutes to complete.  Fair Warning--At a recent 2010 
Census committee meeting, I learned that households 
should complete the questionnaire and drop it in the 
mail March 24 , using the postage pre-paid envelope 
provided, to be sure to avoid having a census worker 
knocking on your door in April.   

I also learned that there have been some scams reported nationally where people are 
going door to door claiming to be census workers to get your information.  If 
someone claiming to be a census worker is asking for your Social Security Number or Bank 
Records, do not give out this information--this is your tip off that this worker is not 
legitimate.  The 2010 Census Questionnaire does NOT ask you for your SSN or bank 
records!   

To see a sample of the 2010 Census Form and the questions you will be asked to 
answer, click on this link:  http://2010.census.gov/2010census/how/interactive-
form.php 

Remember, the City of Aurora loses out on $875/year x 10 years ($8,750 total) for every 
person that goes uncounted in Aurora.  This money is used to fund many Federal 
programs.  Also remember that for every 1% of people in the country that do not return 
their questionnaires and have to be visited by a census worker, it costs us taxpayers $92 
million!  So please "Take 10 in 2010" to fill out your census form. 

OnHavanaStreet is now on Facebook - Come Become a Fan   
Make sure to Join the OnHavana Meetup Group for upcoming events.   

(return to top)  
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